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Dan. xii. 3. They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 


neſs of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righte- 
ouſneſs, as the flars for ever and ever. 


Ps AL. cii. 12. The righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting 
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To the numerous Congregations lately 
under the paſtoral Care of the Rev. 


Mr. WurrzrizIp, 


Dear Brethren, 


HE miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt in the 
ſcripture language are called ſtars, 

to ſignify their diffuſive light and beneficial 
influences. As in the future ſtate of the re- 
ſurrection, ſome ſtars ſhall differ from others 
in glory; ſo in the preſent ſtate of the 
church, ſome miniſters are diſtinguiſhed 
from others, by a brighter eminence in their 
endowments, and a more powerful emana- 
tion of light in their preaching. Of this 
ſelect number, was that eminent divine, the 
Rev. Mr. Whitefield; in whom there was 
an union of thoſe real excellencies of divine 
graces, parts, and learning, that fignalized 
him among his brethren.- -n the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, I have touched his public cha- 
racter at large; this is but a juſt debt due to 
his memory: this is done for the benefit of 


his people in general, and to goſpel miniſters. 


in particular. May I not addreſs you in the 
words 
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DEDICATION. 


vi DEDICATION. 
words of the apoſtle St. Paul? You know his 


Arie, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, lng- 


ſuffering, charity, patience, perſecutions, 
afinetions, which came upon him; you know, 

af as a tender compaſſionate father to his 
children, he behaved himſelf amongſt you. 
The word of truth had light and ſpirit in his 
preaching, for it proceeded from a heart 
burning with ſeraphic love and zeal for the 
honour of Chriſt, and the ſalvation of ſouls. 
He ſuited his diſcourſes to the capacity of 
the wiſe and the weak; the poor and de- 
ſpiſed were inſtructed by him with the ſame 
compatizxonate love as the rich and the 
learned. Great 1s our loſs in his death! 
excuſe me if I drop a tear as I write; he 
was my faithful friend. I heartily ſympa- 
thize with you in the removal of ſo eminent 
an inſtrument in the church militant on 


carth; a loſs which thouſands this day de- 


plore. Our language ſhould be, — Lord ſbe ao 
us wherefore thou contendeſt with us. How 
difficult, in human appearance, to repair 
ſo great a breach! 
My Chriſtian friends, I recommend the 
following diſcourſe to your candid peruſal ; 
and ſhall cloſe this addreſs with reminding 
you, that though miniſters die, yet Jeſus (till 
lives —he lives to exerciſe the moſt tender 
care over his humble dependant flock. That 
promiſe yet ſtands good, Iwill give you paſ- 
tors according to my own heart. The reſi- 
due of the Spirit is {till with him, and I truſt 
4 will 
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DEDICATION. vi 


willappear for you, and ſtrengthen the godly 
miniſters who labour among you. Pray 
much with, and for one another. Keep 
together in the love and fear of God, and 
chearfully expect his preſence with you. 


I remain 
Your ſincere Friend and Brother, 


'Tho' almoſt unknown, 
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— y it he being dead, yet ſpeaketh. 


HIS chapter has been called by ſome, 

| the apoſtle Paul's martyrology. It is 
the acts and monuments of the church 

of old in epitome, wherein the apoſtle, being 


guided by the Holy Ghoſt, has given us a faith- 
ful and honourable account of the glorious acts 


and victorious triumphs of the faith of the anti- 


ent patriarchs, prophets, and martyrs, of whom 
the world was not worthy. In the front of theſe 
illuſtrious monuments ſtands Abel to his ho- 
nour three things are here mentioned: 

1. He offered a more excellent ſacrifice than 
Cain; becauſe his faith led him to behold the 
Lamb of God, which Cain did not: and agree- 
able to the divine teſtimonial, we are directed to 
learn of Abel a fiducial dependance on the infi- 
nite atonement of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. We have the juſtification of his perſon in 


the ſight of God; © by which,” i. e. by which 


faith he obtained witneſs that he was righteous ; 

God teſtifying of his gifts, he had a full aſſurance 
of the matter. | 

3. We haye here the preciouſneſs of his me- 

B mory, 
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mory, and the echo of his virtuous remains after 
death; © by it he being dead yet ſpeaketh.” 
This laſt ſentence is what I would chiefly dwell 


Theſe words at firſt ſight appear 4 perfe& 
enigma, a holy riddle. Does it not ſound ſtrange, 
that the ſecond man that was born in this world, 
and the very firſt that died, and has been dead 
five thouſand years ago, and yet that he ſhould 
ſtill ſpeak? the dead are altogether deaf and can- 
not hear; in vain are prayers offered to dead 
ſaints, and yet this is the folly of the Romiſh 
church; Abraham is ignorant of us, and Iſrael 
„acknowledge us not *,” But though they are 
deaf, they are not altogether dumb; they 1] 
not with articulate ſound, yet they do ſpeak in 
a figurative ſenſe. Solomon ſays that the wicked 
man ſpeaks with his feet, He winketh with his 
« eye, he ſpeaketh with his feet, he teaches 
< with his fingers;” viz. he carries on his vile 
plors and evil devices, and the tools of his wick- 
edneſs underſtand the wink of his eyes, the 
ſtamp of his foot, and the motion of his fingers, 
which an honeſt man underſtands not. The ac- 
tions of bad men ſpeak, the tranſgreſſion of the 
wicked ſaith within my heart, that there is no fear 
of God before bis eyes T. Alas! what do ignorant, 
wicked, debauched ſinners ſpeak ? in their life- 
time they proclaim folly, vanity, violence, wick- 
edneſs, and forgetfulneſs of God; and when 
they are dead, they leave theſe things as horrid 
examples for others. God, ſometimes, by ſome 
remarkable judgement upon the ungodly, makes 
them ſpeak aloud when they are dead; but then 
their ſpeaking is like the wreck of a ſhip upon the 
land, or as great rocks in the ſea, informing 

| the 
® Ifa, Iziji, 16, + Prov. vi. 13. f Pfal, xxxvi. 1, 
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the ſallors that tis very dangerous; Achan, be 


ing dead, ſpeaks to the covetous; Zimri and 
Cozbi ſpeak to adulterers; Herod to the proud ; 
Ananias and Sapphira, being dead, ſpeak to liars ; 
but of themſelves have no intention to ſpeak 
good ;—it is the prerogative of the ſaints of God 
to ſpeak good things, even when they are dead. 
« He being dead, yet ſpeaketh.” 
Some have rendered the original word in a 

aſſive ſenſe ®, i. e. He being dead, there is an 

onourable mention made of him ; but the ac- 
tive ſenſe ſeems the moſt probable, though we 
will not exclude the other ſenſe. 

Let us then enquire in what ſenſe may it be 
ſaid, that Abel being dead, yet ſpeaketh; and 
then apply the ſubject to the mournful occaſion 
before us, e 

I. In what ſenſe may it be ſaid, that Abel be- 
ing dead, yet ſpeaketh? - Now, 

Abel being dead, yet ſpeaketh—as he was a 
man—as he was a believer—and as he was a 
martyr. | 

1. He ſpeaketh as he was a man.——Abel 
being dead, proclaims death to all mankind. 7: 
is appointed for all men once ts die, is the decree of 
heaven. Abel, when he died, in effect ſaid to all 
his relations, O my brethren and ſiſters! ye 
* ſons and daughters of Adam, remember that 
ye are all mortals! mortality is your property. 
** There is a principle of corruption in your very 
* natures. Duſt ye are, and to duſt your bodies 
** muſt return. No ſtate or condition in life can 
* aſcertain your preſervation a ſingle moment; 
—ſo ſtrong is the tyrant death, that nothing 
can reſiſt his force ;—ſo unerring is his aim, 
that nothing can elude his blow ;—ſudden as 

B 2 lightning 


Hl, AgaetTai. Adbuc celebratur. 
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6e lightning his arrow may be launch'd, which 
may wound and kill in the tuinkling of an 


40 che. Never reſt ſatisfied but in a conſtant pre- 


ation. Let every one look upon himſelf 
6 in his beſt eſtate, like my name which ſigni- 
4 fies vanity. - Glory not in your arength, or 
ce beauty, vigour, or maturity. Truſt not in 
<« the courage of your hearts, or the dexterity 


„ of your arms, for theſe cannot withſtand the 
« aſſailing enemy.“ 


2. Abel as a man being dead, yet ſpeaketh, 


that death may ſurprize us unawares; death may 


ſnatch us away from the company of our friends 


ſuddenly; we may be hurried to the awful bar 


without a moment, rithout leiſure to take a laſt 


farewel of our friends, or put up a ſingle peti- 


tion to heaven. Abel was ſurprized by death in 

the field, and converſing with his brother. Ie 
was Abel's happineſs that God was his God; 
therefore ſudden death to every true convert is 
ſudden glory; but ſudden death to the wicked is 
ſudden judgement, and ſudden hell. What 
numbers are removed out of the world in haſte 
Nabal * was ſnatched away from his feaſt, Bel- 
ſhazzar from his cups , Herod in his pomp , 
and the fool in the goſpel, who promiſed bin. 
ſelf many years of eaſe and merriment, was hur- 


ried away unexpectedly |. With God are the 


iſſues of life and death; he conducteth thoſe things 
which are called by men accidents and chance; 
none of thoſe things can happen without his 
ſigning the warrant; hence it is that ſome ſink 
from the chair to the floor, and in an inſtant be- 


come deaf to the moſt piercing ſhrięks of their 


ä racked relations. Some give up the ghoſt as 
they 


* 1 Sam. xxv. 36. + Dan. v. I AQts xii. 23. || Luke 
xii. 20. Rom. ix. 15. 
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1 
they recline under the ſhady arbour; ſome taken 
away as they ſail in a party of | marred ſome 
intercepted as they return home from their jour- 
ney; ſome arreſted with the gain of injuſtice in 
their hands; yea, many have been ſurprized by 
death in the very act of lewdneſs and cruelty. 

II. Abelfs a believer in Chriſt, though dead, 
yet ſpeaketh. What does he ſpeak as a believer? 
1. He clearly proclaims that the grace of God 
is free, He hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. It is the free grace of God that made the 
difference between Abel and Cain; by nature 
they were both children of wrath, and apoſtates 
from God, having their whole nature contami- 
nated by ſin. For ought appears, both of them 
were partakers of the ſame means of grace; Cain 
had the free offer of mercy and ſalvation by the 
great Meſſiah that was to come, as Abel had; 
yea, the great Jehovah: condeſcended to argue 
the caſe with him, compaſſionately and con- 
vincingly expoſtulated with him, faying, 
Cain, why art thou wroth? why is thy counte- 
nance fallen? if thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not 
be accepted *? But all theſe things he deſpiſed 
and rejected; he put away the word of eter- 
nal life + that was ſent him, therefore he was juſt- 
ly condemned. Behold then the manifeſt diffe- 
rence between theſe two brothers, the one righ- 
teous, the other wicked; one juſtified, the other 
condemned; one a child of light, the other a 
child of the wicked one. 

2. Abel, a believer, though dead, yet ſpeak- 
eth—what? That we mult be juſtified. before 
God by faith in the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. By faith Abel obtained witneſs that he 
was righteous. Cain had the form of religion ; 

he 


* Gen, iv. 6, 7. + As xiii. 46. 


BW 

he brought his offering, but he believed not. 
Abel had faith and works; he believed and offer- 
ed; he looked to the eternal Immanuel, the great 
Anti-type.of all ſacrifices ; he is the Lamb lain 
from the foundation of the world“; and he did 
by.faith behold the Lamb of God eyough the ſa- 
crifice he offered, who taketh away the ſin of the 
world. 1285 | 

3. Abel, a believer, being dead, yet ſpeak- 
eth—what? That the grace of God does not 
privilege and exempt theChriſtian from ſome of 
the moſt bitter croſſes, or the moſt cruel death; 
they are ſubject to ſorrow upon ſorrow. Abel, 
though an eminent ſaint, yetdied a violent death, 
and that. by the hand of a brother, of whom he 
might ſay, It was not an enemy, elſe I could have 
borne it : but it was a man, my brother, mine equal, 
my guide, and my acquaintance + : the grace of 
God doth not exempt the Chriſtian from the 
greateſt croſſes, or the moſt cruel death. But, 

4. Abel, as a believer, yet ſpeaks, that the 
greateſt croſſes and affſictions ſhall not make void 
the grace of God, In the deepeſt trials he was 
the beloved of God, and he plainly proclaims 
that God knoweth the foul of his ſaints in adver- 
ſity ; he chuſeth them in the furnace of afflic- 
tion; he telleth their wanderings, and putteth 
their tears in his bottle ||; their ſupplications 
come before him, their ſighs and groans are not 
hid from him, 

5. Abel as a believer, being dead, yet ſpeaks 
that it is a great advantage to live under the 
means of grace. From whence had he his faith ? 
He had it from God, for it is his gift; but he 
had it 1n the uſe of the means, We have reaſon 

to 


® Rev. xiii. 8. + Pfal. lv. 12. 7 2 Sam. iv. 9. Pſal. 
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to think that he had religious inſtruction from 
his father, who was a prieſt in his houſe ; xow 
1 ad by hearing, and bearing by the word of 
Goa ®._ 1 

6. Faithful Abel being dead, yet ſpeaketh a- 
loud to all, that the great Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, one God, is to be worſhipped, as he is 
the Author of our being, and the great Ocean of 
all perfection and happineſs; he is the Lord of 
life, upon him we daily depend; he is our King 
and Lawgiver, his we are, and him we are bound 
to ſerve. He teſtifies that he is to be worſhipped 
in faith; It was by faith he offered a more excellent 
ſacrifice than Cain. He is to be worſhipped ac- 
cording to his own inſtitution, and not accord- 
ing to men's inventions. Abel teſtifies that he is 
to be worſhipped with inward heart-worſhip, as 
well as outward, in private and public, and alſo 
with the beſt, Abel brought unto the worſhip 
the beſt he had, tbe firftlings of his flock; the 
prime, not the weak, the lame, the blind, the 
torn; for he knew that God was a great King,-— 
to teach us that we ſhould ſhake off ſloth, dead- 
neſs, and coldneſs of heart in the worſhip of God: 
bring with you the beſt of your affections, the 
kindneſs of your youth +, the ripeneſs of your 
age, the ſtrength of your parts, the zeal of your 


affections, and the intenſeneſs of your hearts; 


thou ſhalt love the Lord-thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, is our 
Lord's command. 

Abel teſtifies that the beſt offerings we bring 
are acceptable alone through the great Media- 
tor. God accepted of Abel's offerings for Chriſt's 
fake, and we are accepted in the beloved. 

Some think that Abel had a family of his 
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own, and that be was painful 8s 4 prieſt in 


teaching and ĩaſtructing thoſe around him in the 
way of righteduſneſs. Tf fo, his death proclaims 
that God has no need of the moſt. eminent inſtru- 
ments; for when ſuch are removed, he can raiſe 
others in their room. Though Abel dies, yet the 
church ſhall not die with him. It is true, when 
eminent miniſters that were faithful to the truth, 
and to the ſouls of men, are removed by death, 
ſuch removals call aloud for mourning and la- 
mentation from the churches. When Moſes 
died, all Iſrael mourned. We read that Jacob's 
family lamented the death of Rebekah's nurſe; 


that the nl 0id takes particular notice of the 


place of her burial, calling it Mlon-Batuth *, the 
oak of weeping. Good miniſters in the churches 
are ſpiritual nurſes, and there is a debt of grate- 
ful honourable tears due to them when they die. 
How bitterly did Eliſha lament the removal of 
Elijah, ſaying, My father ! my father ! the cha- 


riot of Iſrael and horſemen thereof F: he eſteemed 


Elijah of more uſe than all the cavalry in the 
world to defend the kingdom. And we read that 
when Stephen was ſtoned, that devout men car- 
ried him to his burial, and made great lamentati- 
ons F. We read allo that the people fell upon 
Paul's neck and wept ſore, becauſe they ſhould 
ſee his face no more. Yet let us remember, that 
though the moſt gifted and moſt uſeful mini- 
ſters die, yet the church ſhall not die. Religion 
ſhall not die with them. Jeſus ſtill lives. A- 
dam's family ſhall not periſh for want of a righ- 
teous Abel; God is not beholden to means, tho? 
he condeſcends to make uſe of them; he can 
work by weak inſtruments as well as ſtrong. 
Joſeph was an eminent inſtrument for protecting 

and 


t Acts viii. 2. 


* Gen, xxxy. 8. f 2 Kings ii. 12. 
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[9 1 
and providing for the family of Jacob in Egypt; 
but Joſeph was a NN man; Joſeph muſt die; 
and what then? Muſt the church periſh in the 
land of Ham, and be deſtroyed in the fields of 
Zoan? No. What faid Joſeph when he was 
dying? Behold I die, ſaid he, but God will be 


with you, and will ſurely viſit you, and bring 
you out of this land“. Miniſters and eminent 


inſtruments may dic, but the church ſhall ſur- 
vive. 

III. Abel, though dead, yet he ſpeaks to the 
living as a martyr for the truth. By his death he 
proclaims that there 1s an eternal enmity between 
the feed of the woman + and the ſeed of the ſer- 
pent, between the ſaint and the ſinner, between 


the righteous and unrighteous, the holy and 


rofane. They are as oppoſite one to another as 
fight is to darkneſs. There can be no accommo- 
dation or agreement between them; for what 
agreement can there be between Chriſt and Be- 
lial? Abel found the truth of our Lord's words, 


e that the brother ſhall deliver up the brother 


* to death.“ There is no enmity and hatred fo 
ſtrong as that which burns in the heart of the 
ungodly againſt the power of godlineſs. It offers 
violence to nature. It breaks through the ſtrong- 
eſt ties and obligations. It blots out the memo- 
ry of the father that begat, and the mother that 
bare, and the breaſts that gave ſuck. It forget- 
teth natural affection and relation, and debaſeth 
a perſon to a beaſt, a fury, yea, an incarnate 


er 
+ Should the reader be inclined to ſee the ſubject of men's 
enmity and hatred againſt the power of godlineis, treated at 
large, he may ſee it ina ſtriking light inthe Rev. Mr. White- 
field S ſermon entitled Periccution every Chriſtian's Lot,“ 


printed in London. | 
7 Matth. x. 21. 
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devil. 
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devil. Hiſtorians tells us that Herod not only 
killed all the children in rhe province of Judea, 
but murdered his own ſon, in hopes to kill Jeſus. 
All who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuf- 
fer perſecution of one kind or another. Chriſt 
and his croſs—true religion and perſecution— 
holinefs and affliftion are bound together, with a 
bond that cannot be broken. The followers of þ 
Chriſt are ſtrangers in this world, and muſt ex- , 

ct hard uſage, one way or another. They are 

oldiers and warriors fighting under the banner | 
of Chriſt, againſt all ſin, the world and its evil 
cuſtoms, and againſt all inferhal powers ; there- 
fore they muſt expect to meet with blows. True 
believers are travellers in a ſtrange country; they . 
move in the path of holineſs, and they muſt ex- 4 
pect to meet with croſſes, and ſome foul weather. N 

2. Abel in dying as a martyr plainly ſpeaks 
that precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death 
of his ſaints “; the death of Abel, although a vio- | 
lent death, was precious in the ſight of God: 1 
He took ſpecial notice of it; he made inquiſition 
for his blood. He aſked Cain © where is Abel 
thy brother ? the voice of thy brother's blood | 
crieth unto me from the ground.“ The death | 
of all the godly 1s precious, eſpecially the death 
. 

3. The violent death of Abel proclaims aloud 
to all that God hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteoufneſs. The 
wrongs and injuries done to the godly on earth, 
plainly prove a judgement to come. II is a righ- 
teous thing with God to recompenſe tribulation to 
them who trouble you ; and to you who are troubled 
reſt with us. + 


* Plal. xv. 16. + 2 Theſ. i. 5, 6, 7. 
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"4 Much might be {aid upon this article, but I 


"haſten to obſerve that if you take the words of 


the text in a paſſive ſenſe, that Abel being dead, 
is honourably ſpoken of, this will hold true alſo. 
He is well ſpoken of. Our Lord calls him righ- 
teous Abel *. He was one of the elders that ob- 
tained a good report for his zeal, meekneſs, in- 
tegrity, and ſtrict adherence to the ways of God; 
wherever the ſcripture is read or preached, this 
alſo which Abel has done and ſuffered ſhall be 
publiſhed in the world. AbePs faith, holineſs, 
and good converſation, his ſufferings and martyr- 
dom, ſhall be honourably ſpoken of -“ the me- 
mory of the juſt is bleſſed, but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot.“ We read in the ſixth of Ge- 
neſis of the giants that were on the earth; mighty 
men, men of renown : they were giants in na- 
ture, in ſtature, in pomp and ſtate, in condition 
and quality; but they were giants in wickedneſs ; 
therefore their names have no room in God's 
chronicle. But Abel, Seth, Enos, Mahaleel, Jared, 
Enoch, Methuſelah, Noah, and others, their 
names are handed down, and perpetuated to this 
day. They are recorded with honour, while the 
giants are buried in forgetfulneſs. When the 
names of great ſinners are mentioned in ſcripture, 
it is with a blot, with diſgrace and infamy. So 
we lead of bloody Cain, hunting Nimrod, hard- 
hearted Pharaoh, painted Jezebel, incorrigible 
Ahab, proud Herod, ambitious Diotrephes ; but 
who, and what are they when compared with 
martyred Abel, righteous Noah, faithful Abra- 
ham, plain-hearted Jacob, meek Moſes, holy 


Hannah, zealous Phineas, praying Samuel, pa- 


tient Job, penitent Peter, with multitudes more 
of holy men and women, whoſe names are writ- 
C 2 ren 
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ten in the book of life? Their names ſhall be 
had in everlaſting remembrance, however deſ- 

iſed or perſecuted they were in this world. 
True religion has been ever eſteemed the beſt 
nobility by the truly wiſe ;* but I proceed to 
improve the ſolemn ſubject which brought the 
text to my thoughts. 


APPLICATION. 


1. We may plainly infer from hence, that ' tis 
our incumbent duty to take ſpecial notice of the 
life and converſation of thoſe who were eminent 
in faith and holineſs, whether they be miniſters 
or private chriſtians. | 

They ſpeak to us by the precious graces which 
ſhone in them; they ſpeak to us by their holy 
life ; by the good works which they performed ; 
by the pious examples which they ſet before us; 
they ſpeak to us by the ſharp trials they paſſed 
through ; by the bitter ſufferings they bore, and 
wherein they were made more than conquerors : 
by theſe the godly who are dead do yet ſpeak unto 
the living, They ſpeak in vindication of truth, 
and to the ſhame of wickedneſs ; they ſpeak to 
the honour of Jeſus Chriſt and his cauſe; they 
ſpeak to the conviction, correction, edification, 
and ſalvation of the living, and we ought to fol- 
low them as far as they followed Chritt ; ſo the 
apoſtle directs, Remember them that had the rule over 
you, who have ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe 
faith fellow, conſidering the end of their conver ſa- 
tion. | Many faithful miniſters have been lately 
called home; and laſt week gave me the awful 
aſſurance of the ſudden and unexpected death of 
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the Rev. Mr. George Whiteficld, a ſtar of the 


firſt magnitude in the church on carth. What! 


Whitefield dead !—a greater lols, when all things 


conſidered, could not perhaps befall the church 


of God in the death of a ſingle perſon * ; one 
whom God had ſeparated, and called by his grace 
to preach the everlaſting goſpel to the world of 
ſinners. His tongue was as choice filver, like 
Iſaiah's, touched with a coal from God's altar: 
whole lips fed many; whoſe doctrines fell as the 
rain, and whole ſpeech diſtilled as the dew ; whoſe 


life ſhined as the light; and whoſe zeal provoked 


others; his labours were abundantly bleſſed 


his earneſt ſolemn prayers pierced the heavens 


at his preſence bold ſinners bluſhed ; his thun- 
derings awakened ſecure conſciences; his ſearch- 
ing ſermons made hypocrites tremble; by whoſe 
inſtrumentality the kingdom of darkneſs ſhaked, 
and the powers of hell fell in many places: he 
was a burning and a ſhining light; a ſcribe well 
inſtructed for the kingdom of God, and brought 
forth out of his treafyre things new and old, 


He is gone! he is gone ! his courſe is finiſhed; 
his race is run; his work is done, and is now 


joining with patriarchs, prophets, faints, and 
angels, martyrs and confeſſors, in the church 
triumphant above, admiring and adoring free- re- 
deeming love; his wide unbounded deſires in- 
finitely ſatisfied. But who will go out to the 
highways and hedges Þ to invite ſinners to come 
in? Who will reprove our ungodly, intempe- 
EL | | rate, 

* The following lines of the pious Dr. Watts may be ap- 


plied with propriety, only varying the name. 


Whitefield is dead! how doleful is the fourd ! 
How vaſt the ſtroke is! and how wide the wound! 


O painful ſtroke ! diſtrefling death] a wound unmeaſura- 


bly wide! 
No vulgar mortal dy'd, when he reſign'd his breath. 
Luke xiv, 23, 
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t 
rate, violent, profane, blaſphemous generation? 
under whom the earth groaneth, and hell gapeth 
for them, Shall theſe live, and muſt Whitefield 
die! What mercenary hirelings and greedy 
wolves * are crept into the church of God, not 
regarding nor ſparing the flocks ! ſhall theſe live 
and thou die? What dark corners are there in 
theſe kingdoms and in America, that require 
light! What numbers of hungry ſouls are 
craving for bread! What deſolate congrega- 
tions mourn in ſilence! Is this a time for thee 
to die? Could not the neceſſity of the church, 
or the prayers of the godly hold thee any longer ? 
But where will my thoughts carry me ! righteous 
art thou, O Lord God, in all thy doings ; we will 
not plead with thee concerning thy judgements +; 
thy will be done, Recollect thyſelf, O my paſ- 
ſionate ſoul ! wipe thine eyes from tears! read 
the text; he being dead, yet ſpeaketh”— mutato . 
nomine, vary only the name; change Abel for 
Whitefield, and I may ſay he ſtill ſpeaks; but 
to whom? | 
1. He ſpeaks in his public character, as a 
miniſter, to all proteſtant miniſters, whether in 
the eſtabliſhed church, or among diſſenters. 
The ardent love he bore to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was remarkable. The heart-felt expe- 
rience of this divine principle conſtrained F him 
to an unwearied application to the ſervice of the 
goſpel ; and tranſported him, at times, in the 
eyes of ſome, beyond the bounds of ſober reaſon. 
He was content to be a fool for his fake; to be 
deſpiſed, ſo Chriſt might be honoured ; to be 
nothing, that Jelus might be all in all. He had 
ſuch a ſenſe of the incomparable excellence of 
the perſon of Chriſt ; of his adorable condeſcen- 
| ſion 


Aae xx. 29. + Jeri nit. 1. 12 Cor. v. 14. 


| ( ts ] 

fion in taking our nature upon him, and endut2 
ing the ren of the holy law; his complete 
ſuitableneſs and ſufficiency as the wiſdom; righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption of his 
people, that he conld never ſay enough of him. 
He was ſo convinced of the happy tendency and 
efficacy of this principle in his own mind, that 
he made uſe of it, and propoſed it to others, in 
the room of a thouſand arguments, whenever he 
would inculcate the moſt unreſerved obedience 
to the whole will of God, or ſtir up believers to 
a holy diligence in adorning the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things : inſpired by this prin- 
ciple, nothing frightened or flattered him from 
his duty; indeed without this the tongues of 
men and angels avail but little; without this, 
men that put on the miniſterial character will be 
ſoon drawn aſide by the frowns or the ſmiles of 
the world; intereſt or human applauſe may ſti- 
mulate a man to ſhine as a ſcholar, a philoſopher, 
or a critic, but till the love of Jeſus rules in the 
heart of a preacher, he will neither have inclina- 
tion or power to exert himſelf for the glory of 
God, or the good of ſouls. art 

2. Another pleaſing ingredient in his charac- 
ter, and 4 ſure evidence of the former, was love 
to the ſouls of mankind; He rejoiced in their 
proſperity as one that had found great ſpoil z 
and with St: Paul was willing to ſpend and be 
ſpent in promoting their happineſs. He loved 
all who loved Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, however 
they might differ in ſome circumſtantials. He 
embraced all opportunities to expoſe the maligs 
nant leaven of a party, and to remove prejudices 
and miſapprehenſions, which good people too 
often entertain of one another, when under the 
influence of a ſectarian humour. Love to God's 


5 | people, 


16 } 
people, and to the ſouls of mankind, is an eſſen- 


tial qualification in a miniſter of Chriſt; for al- 
though a man ſhould poſſeſs the powers of a 

ophet or an angel, ot the zeal of a martyr, if 
he is deſtitute of this love, he is in the ſight of 
God no better than a ſounding braſs of a tinkling 


3. His attachment to the great doctrines of 
the goſpel was inflexible ; having known their 
worth, and experienced their power in his own 
heart, he plainly ſaw, that though they were un- 
acceptable to the carnal heart, yet they bore the 
plain impreſs of the infinite wiſdom of God. Thoſe 
important truths, which tend to humble the ſin- 
ner, to exalt Chtſt, and promote holineſs in 
heart and life, were his darling ſubjects. He 
did not diſguiſe goſpel truths by ſome artful 
ſweetening, to render it more palatable to men 
of corrupt minds. He ſtudied to preach the 
word in its purity, plainneſs, and ſimplicity. 
The warmth of his zeal diſguſted many who 
make a mighty outery about candour and cha- 
rity, and are willing to extend it to every ſenti- 
ment, except the truths in which the apoſtlſes 
gloried in. It was his love to the truths of God, 
and the ſouls of men, that led him to expoſe 
thoſe who plead for the rectitude and excellency 
of human nature; denied the proper Godhead of 
Jeſus Chriſt, juſtification by faith in his righte- 
oulneſs imputed, or the new-birth, and the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of the operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Faith and holineſs were ever united to- 
gether in his ſyſtem, in oppolition to thoſe who 
pretend to faith without obedience to the law of 
God as the rule of life. He knew errors in the 
great truths of the goſpel are not indifferent, but 
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I 
dreadful and fatal. He knew etwas not candour 
and charity to ſay that errors in judgement are 
not hurtful, but the greateſt unmercifulneſs and 
cruelty; therefore he often reproved ſucli 
ſharply. | | 
Although he wis fo tenacious of the founda- 


tion truths of the goſpel, yet none more candid 


in things that are not eſſential ; herein he was 
full of gentleneſs and forbearance. In things 
indifferent he became all things to all men . 

4. To the foregoing particulars in Mr. White- 


field's character, I may add his zeal. His Chriſ- 


tian zeal was like the light of the ſun which did 
warm, ſhine and cheriſh, but knew not to de- 
ſtroy ; full of generous philanthropy and bene- 
volence. His zeal made him exceeding earneſt 
and importunate in his addreſſes to ſaints and 
finners----his Zeal returned bleſſings for curſes, 
and prayers for il|-treatment.——It kindled in 
him a becoming indignation againſt the errors, 
follies and fins of the times----it Ied him to 
weep bitterly over thoſe who would not be per- 
ſuaded to fly from the wrath to come—it made 
him bold and intrepid in the cauſe of God, and 
kept him from that flatneſs and deadneſs which 
is too viſible in ſome good miniſters. In theſe 
things he was an example to miniſters of every 
denomination : and, if the limits of my diſcourfe 
would admit, I could mention many things as 
to his great charity to the poor----his humility 


Should the reader have a defire to ſee the difference 
between eſſentials and non-effentials in religion more fully 
explained, I would refer him to the Rev. Mr. Newton of 


Olney's book, entitled, A Review of Eccleſiaſtical Hi 


« tory,” p. 274, 275, &6. where the matter is ſet forth id 
a ſtriking point of view: the whole hiſtory is excellent, and 
far preferable to any thicg that has been pybliſhed by hit- 
torians on that ſubjet, Printed by Dilly. 
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&c. but this would lead me too far. There 
fore I proceed to take notice, that he being 
dead, yet ſpeaketh | 

To young ſtudents in divinity, that natural 
and Wor. accompliſhments are neceſſary in 
their place, but by no means to be depended 
upon. His college education was of ſervice to 
him; but if he had not received the teaching 
of the Spirit of God, he would have been no 
better than others. Give therefore attend- 
ance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine *, 
and ſtudy that you may be approved of unto God, 
workmen that needaot to be aſhamed, rightly 


dividing the word of truth ; ſee to it that you 


know the grace of God in truth. An unconvert- 
ed miniſter is utterly improper to teach others in 
the things of God; a profane man may as ſoon 
be devout by reading a treatiſe of devotion ; a 
man in miſery be happy in reading a diſſertation 
upon happineſs; or a ſick man to be in health by 
reading a treatiſe on health, as an unconverted, 
unrenewed, graceleſs miniſter, be capable of ful- 
filling the work of the miniſtry in a faithful man- 
ner. If you come forth to your work well fur- 
niſhed under the unction of the Holy Spirit. you 
will be the happy inſtruments of ſpreading Bible- 
religion from houſe to houſe, from family to fa- 
mily ; whenever you appear in the pulpit, the 
godly will look up to heaven for his bleſſing, and 
upon you as ſome kind angels who are ſent to 
unfold the myſteries of the goſpel, and teach 
them the way of ſalvation. | 
Venerable Mr. Whitefield being dead, yet 
ipeaketh—ro whom? To the inhabitants of 
the three kingdoms and the colonies. O Eng- 
land! Scotland! Wales! Ireland ! America! did 
| he 
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he not faithfully conſult your temporal and eternal 
welfare? Did he not ſtudy to promote your eter- 
nal peace and happineſs? that peace might be 
within your walls, and proſperity within your 
palaces *, were the intenſe deſire of his heart. 
Your abounding iniquities were his grief; he 
wept in ſecret for the pride, Sabbath-breaking, 
and abominations that were found in you, and 
his foul was often humbled in faſting : wherein 
you were ignorant, he endeavoured to enlighten 
you; he ſtrove to reclaim and reform you; his 
books, his ſtudy, his pulpit, the public aſſem- 
blies, his own and other families can bear wit- 
neſs how he laboured in word and doctrine; how 
he preached the word in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon; how he reproved, exhorted, rebuked, with 
all long-ſuffering ; and doye {till continue in unbe- 
lief and diſobedience ? If ſo, remember that the 
pariſh-churches and meeting-houſes in which he 
preached ; the high-ways and hedges; the wide 
extendedcommons where heoften ſtood to publiſh 
the glad tidings; the wood-lands of America, 
yea, and the firmament, which was oft his ſound- 
ing-board, will riſe up in judgement as witneſſes 
againſt you in the laſt day, if you die in your fins, 
But more particularly, 
He ſpeaks to you who were more immediately 
under bis paſtoral care, and more conſtant inſtruc- 
tion, who meet at the tabernacle, Tottenham- 
court-chapel, Briſtol, Glouceſter, Hodborough, 
Durſley, Sc. many times did he ſpeak to you in 
the name of the Lord, but now you ſhall ſee his 
face no more. May I not, without breach of 
charity, beſeech you to enquire whether London- 
ſins did not bereave you of ſo eminent a paſtor 
in the midſt of his uſefulneſs ? Is it not the judge- 

| 92 ment 
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ment which God has threatened againſt the vine- 
yard that did not anſwer her tillage, that he will 
command the clouds that they rain not upon 
it*? 

O London! London! thouart not in an equal 
ſtate with other places, but like Capernaum Þ, 
lifted up to heaven with privileges; not only Mr. 
Whitefield, but numbers of other godly mini- 
ſters can join iſſus with him, and appeal to your 
conſciences, ſaying, Lou yourſelves know, 
„ and we call God to witneſs from the firſt day 
of our coming among you, after what manner 
< we have been among you at all times, ſerving 
the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations which befel us; 
* and that we have kept nothing that was pro- 
< fitable unto you; and have taught you pub- 
« licly, and from houſe to houſe, teſtifying to 
all repentance towards God, and faith towards 
« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; we take you to record, 
« that we are free from the blood of all men, 
* for we have not ſhunned to declare to you the 
« whole counſel of God . 

He ſpeaketh to you who have heard the word 
of God from his mouth, but believed not the re- 
port, or regarded the meſſage. Are there any 
amongſt you of that number? I fear there are 
nota few; but be aſſured, that whoſo deſpiſeth, 
deſpiſeth not man but God. A book of remem- 
brance is kept before the Lord, and the word 
ſhall judge you in the laſt day. If it does not 
convert you, it will condemn you. — Dear Mr. 
Whitefield's feet will climb up your pulpits no 
more; his voice will addreſs you no more; thoſe 
eyes which wept over you many times will ſee 
you no more till the judgement is ſet, and the 
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books are opened *; till the dead, both ſmall 
and great, ſtand before God to be tried, Oh! 
what a terrible office will it be for a miniſter to 
be called, and to appear as a ſwift witneſs againſt | 
thoſe whom he once earneſtly invited to accept 
of complete ſalvation by Chriſt ! Spare him this 
; afflictive taſk, or rather ſpare yourſelves, by turn- 
| ing to the Lord with your whole heart. If his 
4 labours in life were paſt unnoticed by you, O let 
his death be the means of rouſing you out of your 
lethargy | Why will you conſtrain him to come 
forth againſt you in the day of judgement, and 
| to alledge before the throne? ſaying, © I warned 
* theſe people; I exhorted them; I intreated 
4 & them by all that was ſacred; I ſer before them 
4 & the terrors of the law, and the ſweet allure- 
* © ments of the everlaſting goſpel; thy threa- 
* „ tenings and promiſes; the torments of hell, 
N „ and the joys of heaven; but I ſpent my 
* ſtrength in vain; they were deaf to my coun- 
: 5“ ſels, and they would none of my reproof.” 
1 I pray God that the mournful news of his 
g 


death may bring the great truths which he 
preached to your remembrance afreſh, and be 
the means of turning you to the Lord, that you 
riſh not. | 

He being dead, yet ſpeaketh to you all, who 
through grace believe in Jeſus by his word. Tho? 
; your miniſter is dead, the eternal Immanuel till 
1 lives, and has ſuch an exceeding abundant fulneſs 
above all that we are able to aſk or think; above 
3 all that can be deſcribed or deſired. That emi- 
nent ſervant of Chriſt, whoſe death we with thou- 
ſands more lament, often told you of the glories 
of the perſon of Chriſt as God-man ; the ſur- 
prizing ſuitableneis of his offices, as propher, 

prieſt, 
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prieft, and kings, the excellency of his titles, 
characters, and relations; the diverſified opera- 
tions of his Spirit, and the bleſſings of his word: 
O then glory in God your Saviour! ſeek him in 
all your wiſhes; keep cloſe to him according to 
the rule of his word; in all your deeds regard 
him and his honour; meditate upon him when 
you are alone; talk of him when you meet ro- 
ether; when you he down, when you rife up, 
let Jeſus be the delight of your thoughts; let the 
remembrance of his bleſſed name ſweeten your 

buſineſs, and confecrate your leiſure moments; 
cleave to him as the girdle cleaveth to a man's loins* 
as children of the Moſt High, as diſciples of the 
Redeemer, apply to his infinite power for help; 
as moſt unworthy, apply to his free grace; in 
all your diſtreſſes, doubts, and fears, fly to Chriſt 
for whatever you ſtand in need of, ſo ſhall he 
hide you under the ſhadow of his wings, and 
keep you as the apple of his eye; in all your pal- 
ſage to eternity, he will go before you as your 
ſhelter and leading light; 1n all the dangers of 
your warfare, he will follow you with his pro- 
tecting providence, comfort you by his Spirit; 
he will be your God unto death, your conſolation 
in death, and afterwards; your eternal portion 
for ever. In yonder heavenly world, you ſhall 
meet your dear miniſter, whole death you now 
deplore, (with all the ſaved race) and join them 
in {ſinging the ſong of Moles, and the Lamb for 
ever. Whilſt you continue in the church milt- 
tant on earth, beware of diviſions among yout- 
ſelves; encourage and countenance the godly mi- 
niſters who labour amongſt you; guard caretuily 
againſt errors in doctrine and practice; hold faſt 
the 0 Non e, your faith without wavering; let 
the 


Jer. iii. 71. 
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the word of God be your rule, and the Spirit of 
God your guide; live in love; pray earneſtly to 
the great God of the harveſt, that he would ſend 
forth faithful labourers to ſucceed thoſe that are 
called home to glory. Several miniſters have 
been removed by death this year ; ſome of them 
laboured long amongſt you, and were not a- 
ſhamed to, nor aſhamed of the deſpiſed Methodiſts; 
faithful Mr. Howell Davies, Mr. Adams, and now 
Mr. Whitefield, who begun, continued, and 
cloſed their miniſtry, as beholding him that is 
inviſible. Bleſſed trrumyirate! now beyond the 
reach of every ſorrow. When faithful labourers 
are called home, *tis a ſign that there is a ſtorm 
coming ; that judgements are drawing nigh the 


land. When Eliſha was dead, the firſt news we 


hear, that the Moabites invaded the land of Iſ- 


racl *, Methuſelah died a year before the de- 
luge came; Auſtin died but a-little while before 
the ſacking of Hyppo; Pareus a little before 
Hiddleburge was deſtroyed; Mr. Luther died 
but a little time before the dreadful wars broke 
out in Germany: he uſed to tell his people often, 
„ I fee the ſtorm coming upon Germany, for 
„ the contempt of the goſpel; I wreitle hard 
* with God to keep it off; but when I am dead, 
« ſee to it.” Mr. Whitefield was a {econd Lu- 
ther, but he is called home. I cannot but look 
upon the death of faithful miniſters and godly 
people, as ſeparating the Iiraclices from the tents 
of Corah ; like Noah entering the ark, or Lot's 
going out of Sodom; and you know what fol- 
lowed. O let the thoughts gf theſe things cauſe 
us to provide an ark, and get a fate refuge! Let 
the godly of all denominations of Chriſtians, cry 
mightily to the Lord, that he would raile up 

young 


* 2 Kings xiii 20. 


[ 24 ] 

oung Samuels in the room of old Eli's; young 

Eis in the room of old Elijahs; young Ti- 
mothies in the room of aged Pauls; that there 
may be a ſucceſſion of able faithful miniſters to 
hold forth the word of eternal life to the people. 
I might point out other particulars, in which, 
though your miniſter be dead, yet ſpeaketh; but 
tis time to conclude, You that have heard him 
often, and continue in your ſins, ſeriouſly con- 
ſider; how will you look in his face in the laſt 
day, when the quick and dead ſhall be judged? 
And you who heard him, and received benefit 
by his miniſtry, bleſs God that you ever ſaw and 
heard to advantage: now you mult ſee his face 
no more, look more by faith unto Jeſus, whoſe 
love is unchangeable. Miniſters of the greateſt 
grace and gifts are like candles, that are ſoon 
extinguiſhed by death, but the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhines perpetually. . Ciſterns are dried 
up, but the fountain of life is ever full, ever 
flowing. You are bereaved of a burning and 
ſhining light, but he could continue but for a 
ſeaſon ; but Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever. To him I commend you 
all, and to the word of his grace, who is able 
and willing to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among them that are ſanctified. — 
Amen! Amen ! | 
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